Physical sciences

SUMMARY

Physical sciences is a broad discipline,
bringing together many scientific
fields. Courses cover key subject
areas such as:

e chemistry
e materials science
e physics

A number of universities offer four year
undergraduate or integrated master’s
degrees in subjects such as geology
(MGEOL/MSci), physics (MPhys / MSci),
and chemistry (MChem /MSci).

TAUGHT

e MSc - one year full-time, two years
part-time.

« forensic and archaeological sciences
e astronomy
e geology

e science of aquatic and terrestrial
environments

« physical geographical sciences

RESEARCH

e MRes — 18 months to three years
full-time.

e MSc - one year full-time.
e MPhil — one to two years full-time

e PhD - three to four years full-time,
seven to eight years part-time

For more information, go to www.ucas.
com/postgraduate/what-to-study.

Many students continue in higher education to study an applied postgraduate
course in their chosen field, such as petroleum or mineral exploration,
engineering, hydrogeology, or environmental science. This is becoming
increasingly important to begin a career as a professional geologist.’

(The Geological Society)

UCAS

Postgraduate

If you have identified a research group you would particularly
like to work with, you can write speculatively by sending them
your CV and a letter of introduction to make you stand out
from the crowd. Make sure your application is highly targeted
and refer to their publications and recent research, stating how
you will be able to contribute’.

(Royal Society of Biology).

WHO STUDIES PHYSICAL SCIENCES?

Total number of students - 1 9,300*

Research

@ UK students
@ Full-time

International students @ Part-time
0 Age: up to 24 B Age: 25+

*Total number of students studying physical sciences for the 2013/14
academic year.

**Other includes postgraduate diplomas, certificates, and professional
qualifications, Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE), level 7 Diploma
in Teaching in the Lifelong Learning Sector, higher education provider
postgraduate credits, and non-formal postgraduate qualifications.
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* medical physicist **UK domiciled leavers who obtained postgraduate qualifications and were in employment for the academic year 2013 /14.
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